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in part to the circtynstance that many Governments
have not attached sufficient value to the exercise of
their right to vote.    According to the practice hitherto
followed, too much importance has been given to the com-
mittees and too little  to the general meetings.    The
former have discussed matters at great length, while on
the other hand, the plenary sittings have been almost
exclusively devoted to  questions which had been so far
settled by the committees that nothing remained to be
done beyond taking the simple decision, Yes or No.    It
was, therefore, not possible for those Governments that
had not been included in the committees in question, or
had found themselves in a minority there, to secure con-
sideration for their views at the plenary meeting, and to
bring  about a timely  understanding, without causing
great delay either by asking for fresh instructions or by
referring  the  matter   back   to  the   Committee.    The
balance of parties is not the same in the committees and
in the plenary Council.    If the committees' majorities
carry their resolutions  into effect they deprive the un-
represented  Governments  of their  due influence.    If
on the other hand, the negotiations and discussions of
these matters were transferred from the committees to
the  plenary meeting   the  views  of all parties would
receive timely consideration.

"We must here repeat what we said at the com-
mencement " (this sentence was mine), " namely, that
during the frequ'ent absences of the Chancellor there has
arisen among a section of the Prussian officials a con-
dition which borders on absolute indiscipline; and, if it
be true that the Prince has stated that he hardly ever
succeeds in securing due regard for his legitimate
authority without raising the Cabinet question, it is
quite certain that a> remedy is absolutely indispensable